ORDINANCE
(AS AMENDED)
CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

CITY HALL: JUNE 21, 1984

CALENDAR NO. 11,869

NO. 10026 MAYOR COUNCIL SERIES

BY COUNCILMAN EARLY

An Ordinance to amend Ordinance Number 4264
M.C.S., as amended, the Comprehensive Zoning Law of the City
of New Orleans, by amending Section 4.7 of Article II by
adding a new Paragraph 7A concerning operation of a horse or
dog race track in conjunction with parimutuel wagering between
the hours of 6:30 P.M. and 8:30 P.M., to provide for such
operation as a conditional use, to proVide for certain require-
ments for operation; and to otherwise provide with respect
thereto.

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission acting on
City Council Motion M-84-32 further identified as City Planning
Commission Zoning Docket No. 10/84 held a public hearing on the
text change set forth in said City Council Motion; and

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission recommended
modified approval of the text change to the City Council in its
report dated May 1, 1984, on this zoning docket; and

WHEREAS, this amendment to the text of the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as modified by the City Planning
Commission and as further modified by the Council is deemed to
be advisable and necessary and in the best interest of the City
and was approved by Motion M-83-159 of the Council & =~ Cw
of New Orleans on May 17, 1984.
1. SECTION 1. THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW
Z. ORLEANS HEREBY ORDAINS, That Paragraph 7A of Section

3. 4.7 of Article II of Ordinance Number 4264 M.C.S., as
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amended, the Comprehensive Zoning Law of the City of
New Orleans, be and the same is hereby ordained to
read as follows:

"Section 4. Existing Commercial Amusement or
Recreational Development.

An existing commercial amusement or recreational
development, including but without limiting the generality
of the foregoing, amusement park, pistol or rifle range,
race course, fairground or sport field, when located in
a residential district and containing not less than 10
acres, may be maintained, buildings structurally altered
or extended, new buildings comnstructed, parking areas
extended, and new parking areas created within the
boundaries of the development, without a change_of use,
provided that any extension, structural alteration, new
structure, new parking area or parking area extension
does not further encroach on any required yard area or
offstreet parking area and provided further that the
following conditions are complied with:

* * *
"7A. A horse or dog race track may be operated in
conjunction with parimutuel wagering between the hours
of 6:30 P.M. and 8:30 P.M. when approved as a Conditional
Use, subject to the following provisos:
a, Before any Conditional Use may be granted

for operation of a horse or dog track in

conjunction with parimutuel wagering between

the hours of 6:30 P.M. and 8:30 P.M., the

horse or dog track for which such'Conditional

Use is applied shall show compliance with all

City Ordinances governing and/or prescribing

the following:

1. Proper set-backs for lighting

systems, including without
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limitation all parking lot

lighting and security light

systems, and racing lights;
2. Landscaping, drainage, fence

placement, and fence design;
3. Size and height and location

of structures, including

without limitation stables,

barns, grandstands, parking

garages, office structures

and lighting standards;
The horse or dog track for which the Conditional
Use is applied shallipresent binding assurances
to the City Council, that prior to commencement
of operation within the hours of 6:30 P.M. and
8:30 P.M., all applicable State laws shall be
complied with including approval by the Louisiana
State Racing Commission.
The horse or dog track for which the Conditional
Use is applied shall show compliance with any
and all other Ordinances and legal requirements
governing and providing for land use and develop-
ment.
All field lights and race course illumination
systems shall be directed and placed so as to
minimize the effects of these lighting systems
on neighboring residential properties. Further,
such systems shall not employ candle power in
excess of the minimum actually required for the
horse or dog racing events. However, no entity
covered by this Ordinance shall be compared in

this respect to Jefferson Downs. The Council
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shall cause an expert of is selection to
examine and inspect any such lighting

system so as to insure compliance with

this proviso; the cost for retention of

the expert shall be paid by the applicant.
The report and recommendations of an expert
employed by the Council for this purpose
shall be the determining factor regarding
whether or not there has been compliance
with this particular proviso. A plan for

all lighting systems shall be formulated,
submitted, and approved with the application
for Conditional Use.

It is recognized that emergencies can occur
such as a horse or jockey injury, and, in
such cases, there will be an automatic
exception to the provisions of this Section.
However, it is specifically recognized that
the inability of track patrons to exit the
parking lot by 8:45 P.M. because of excessive
traffic will not constitute an "emergency"
within the meaning of this section.

All field lights and race course illumination
systems shall be turned off no later than 8:30
P.M. on any evening during which night or
twilight racing events are held. Such lighting
systems shall otherwise be turned off by 6:30
P.M. except when night repair work is essential
and prior approval of the Director of»Safety
and Permits has been obtained.

All parking light systems shall be turned off
no later than 8:45 P.M. on any evening during
which night or twilighﬁ racing events are

held. Such lighting systems shall otherwise

.



be turned off by 6:30 P.M. except when
night repair work is essential and prior
approval of the Director of Safety and
Permits has been obtained. The emergency
exceptions outlined in Section No. 7A. d
above shall also apply in this subsection.
The horse or dog track for which the
Conditional Use is applied shall implement
a plan of ingress to and egress from its
facilities prescribed by the Council.  Said
plan shall minimize the impact of wvehicular
and pedestrian traffic in surrounding
neighborhoods. All vehicular and pedestrian
gates, driveways, or walkways shall be closed
to the general public during all hours of
operation on any day in which race events
will be held after 6:30 P.M. except gates
on a major street. The preceding sentence
shall not apply to any horse or dog track
that has been in existence for three years
or longer at the time of the passage of
this Ordinance. The horse or dog track

for which the Conditional Use is applied
shall also provide, at its expense, for
personnel to control traffic as it enters
and exits the major street gates, driveways
or walkways.

The horse or dog track for which the
Conditional Use is applied shall take all
necessary steps to control litter along

the perimeter of its property. A plan for

litter control shall be formulated, submitted

and approved with the application for Conditional

Use.



Night or twilight racing shall not be
conducted in excess of two evenings per
week.

In the event the Conditional Use is granted
and in the further event that all provisos
accompanying such Conditional Use, once the
same is granted, are not complied with in
every respect, then the Council, on its own
motion or on the petition of any interested
or affected person, shall undertake to
immediately revoke said Conditional Use
provided such revocation is not imposed
without first affording the person granted
the Conditional Use or its successor notice
and an opportunity for hearing and an
opportunity to correct the violation or

violations.

* * *

SECTION 2. That Ordinance Number 4264 M.C.S.,
as amended, the Comprehensive Zoning Law of the City
of New Orleans, be and the same is hereby amended as

hereinabove described and no further.



SECTION 3. That if any portion of the
Ordinance be held unconstitutional or invalid by a

Court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall

S/~ o N

not affect the validity of the remaining portion of
the Ordinance, but such remaining portion shall be
6. and remain in full force and effect.

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS_ _SEPT. 6, 1984

SIDNEY J. BARTHELEMY
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL

Delivered to the Mayor on SEPT. 6, 1984
Approved:
BYXSREEREYREY SEPT. 14, 1984

ERNEST N. MORIAL
MAYOR

Returned by the Mayor on SEPT. 14, 1984 at 10:55 A.M.

LEATRICE S. STEGEL
CLERK OF COUNCIL
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